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   November 29, 2020              1st Sunday of Advent - HOPE                                    10:00 AM  
   

  
  WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
 

+ GATHERING SONG                        Living Hope         Brian Johnson, Phil Wickham (CCLI# 7106807) 
                                                                              

Verse 1 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 

The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Verse 2 

Who could imagine so great a mercy 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace 

The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Chorus 
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 
(REPEAT) 

Jesus Yours is the victory whoa 
 

Ending 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Oh God You are my living hope 
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WELCOME 
 
SESSION NOTES                                                                                 Norman Cobb 

      
   ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY                                                     Debbie Cornelius 
 

The first week of Advent is all about hope. 
Think about hope as you hear Lamentations 3:21-24: 
“But this I call to mind, 
and therefore I have hope: 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
God’s mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 
“therefore I will hope in the Lord.” 

    One blue candle is lit. 

    SUNG RESPONSE             O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Verse 1)                                 88 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
   PRAYER 

Let us pray...Gracious God, as the Advent season begins, we cry out to you. We come    
to you looking for hope. When everything else we rely on fails us, our only hope is in 
you. When we do not understand what has happened, we hope in you. We can hope     
for better days because we trust you. We know you and we know you are here with us 
no matter what we are facing. Some of us see only darkness this time of year. Some     
of us find life overwhelming. Some of us are filled with Advent joy. Wherever we find 
ourselves today, Loving God, remind us that our hope is in you. Be with us on this 
journey. Amen. 
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   + ADVENT HYMN                  Prepare the Way, O Zion                            106 
 
 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 

Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 

 
Refrain: 

O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 

 
2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 
he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding. 

 
Refrain: 

O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 

 
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 

your Savior’s rule embrace, 
and tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, 
their adoration voicing. 

 
Refrain: 

O blest is Christ who came 
    in God’s most holy name 

                                                                                         
 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                              Nancy Hummer                      
In Advent, we prepare for the coming of Christ, full of grace and truth. Trusting              
in God’s unfailing grace, let us tell the truth about ourselves, as we confess                  
our sins, by praying together. . . 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                  Nancy Hummer   
          God-with-us, even in Advent, we confess that you can seem far away. You      

are hidden when we need you near.  In our hurt, doubt, and fear, we do not    
try to draw closer to you; instead, we lash out-against you, our neighbor,    
even those we love. Forgive us we pray, and come to save us! Let your face 
shine until our tears are dried, our sins are faded, and our hope is restored.  
After all, we belong to you, and in your hands, we can be made new. Hear us 
now, as we continue to silently confess the ways we have fallen short. . . 

 
 
 

                                                                       (Silence is Kept)     
                      

                     ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11)                                                             
The prophets of old have declared,  
“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God.                         
For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me  
with the robes of righteousness.”  
Friends, hear and believe the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
               Thanks be to God! 

 
+   RESPONSE          Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me (verse 1)                    582                                     
  

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

        As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

 +  PASSING OF THE PEACE                   
      The peace of Christ be with you. 

     And also with you.        
 
   

                                 WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                  Edna Addo 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON        Isaiah 64:1-9 NRSV                                 Edna Addo              
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered[c] us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
    and do not remember iniquity forever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 
  

This is the Word of the Lord.         
           Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                   Where Riches Is Everlastingly                   Bob Chilcott 

Becca and Chris Anderson 
    
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064%3A1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18893c
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MESSAGE                                 Come on Down!                           Rev. Adam C. Bowling 
                                                               

  INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
If you would like to speak with someone about becoming a Christian, about church membership,              
or about a special prayer need, please email Pastor Adam, Adam.Bowling@fupcdc.org.  

                                                          
      WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

 +  HYMN OF RESPONSE      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                             82 
                                                    

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
2 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
. . . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,     
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;      
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not    
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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  SERVICE OF GIVING            
      Music at the Offering                      In Christ Alone              Stuart Townend, Keigh Getty 
                                                                         Morelle Fokwa 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
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+  DOXOLOGY             Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                          606 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
+  PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                       Emily G. 
     With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts, which 

rejoice in your goodness and love. Let these gifts point to your presence in the world, 
and further your hope for the world through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us.  

              Amen. 
       
 

                                            WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 

+  CLOSING SONG                         Holy Emmanuel   
                                                                                                                                                                                Steve Hindalong, Terry Scott Taylor (CCLI#: 3148428) 
 

Chorus 1 
We sing holy holy holy Noel Noel 
Singing holy holy God Emmanuel 

 

Verse 1 
Wise men still looking for Him 

Children still come and adore Him 
We will bow down before Him 

The Savior is born in Bethlehem 
 

Verse 2 
Prophets foretold the story 
Angels proclaimed His glory 
Bright is the star of morning 

The Savior is born in Bethlehem 
 

Chorus 2 
Noel Noel 

God is with us 
Emmanuel 

God is with us 
Emmanuel 

 

God is with us 
Emmanuel 

God is with us 
Emmanuel 

God Emmanuel 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
                                                                

+  POSTLUDE                  Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus  
                                                    Justin Streletz, Pianist      
                                                                                                                                         Rowland H. Prichard, Arr. Victor Labenske 

 +       Please stand, in body or in spirit.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ WELCOME! Whether you are new in the area, a resident of the community, or visiting  
the FUPCDC website, we are delighted you joined us in worship online. Please fill out  
the online attendance and please let us know if you have any prayer concerns or needs. 
To find out more about this church, please email the Church Office at office@fupcdc.org 
or call at 703-670-7834. 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

∗ WE ARE ON FACEBOOK:  If you use Facebook, become a Facebook friend, and become  
a fan of First United Presbyterian. Make friends with others from the church. 

 

∗ WE ARE ON INSTAGRAM:  Find us on Instagram @fupcdc. 
 
 

∗ FUPCDC WEBSITE:  For detailed news and information, visit the church website at 
      https://fupcdc.org. 
 

 

∗ TEXT ALERTS: Remind is a free text messaging service that will help our church 
communicate quickly and efficiently. On your cell phone, start a new message to 81010.  
In the message, type @fupcdc and send. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 

 
 
 
                                

 
 ADVENT DEVOTIONS 2020:  Each day from November 29th through December 27th, Advent 

Devotions, written by FUPCDC, will be sent to your email address. If you do not want to receive 
the daily devotions, you may click on Unsubscribe at the bottom of the first email that will be 
sent on November 29th. You may also read the Advent Devotions 2020 book on the church 
website: https://fupcdc.org. 
 
 
 

Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 

Ministry in Action 

Connect with Us 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@fupcdc.org
https://fupcdc.org/
https://fupcdc.org/
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 SHARING OUR CHRISTMAS MEMORIES: Please mark your calendars for a virtual gathering on 
December 20th during the ZOOM Coffee Hour following the 10 AM worship service. We’re 
asking you to share a Christmas memory, special ornament or Christmas decoration. Maybe you 
would just like to offer a Christmas greeting from you to your FUPCDC family. We don’t know 
how many will join us, so please plan to talk no longer than 2-3 minutes each. We want to 
ensure that   each family or individual has an opportunity to participate. We look forward to 
sharing memories with you. If you have questions, please contact Betsy Gilbert, 703-343-3921  
or betsy.gilbert24@gmail.com. 
 

 NEW FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: The 2021 flower chart is now hanging in the Narthex  
Welcome Center. If you would like to sign up, please contact Kim in the church office to 
check availability. The cost remains $40.00. We need to know the week you would like 
them, who you would like them in honor or memory of, and if you would like to keep the 
flowers or donate them to the flower ministry. If you wish to donate them, they will be given  
to members of the congregation to share God’s love and cheer them up. If you have any 
questions, please contact Gail Cobb at gailzcobb@gmail.com.   
 

∗ GIVING: Thank you to those who have already turned in their 2021 Pledge Cards. Thank you 
for supporting First United Presbyterian Church of Dale City, VA, as we are IMPACTING LIVES  
with and for the Gospel of Jesus Christ! God bless you and your family. 
 

There are 2 ways to give: You can mail your gift to FUPCDC, 14391 Minnieville Road, 
Woodbridge, VA 22193. You can also give online by going to the church website, 
https://fupcdc.org/give-online. Thank you for giving to the Lord. 

  

∗ CHILDREN’S EDUCATION:  Every Sunday, 8:45 - 9:30 AM, we will be joining King’s Grant 
Presbyterian Church in Virginia Beach, VA, via Zoom, for children in 2nd grade to 6th grade. If you 
would like your child to participate, please contact Pastor Adam at adam.bowling@fupcdc.org.  

 

∗ BIBLE BUDDIES: Are you feeling anxious? Calm My Anxious Heart by Linda Dillow is the 
Bible study, every Monday at 7:00 PM via Zoom for any Ladies or friends of FUPCDC. This 
study will help discover what the Bible says about contentment and ways to apply to your  
daily life. This book may be purchased online from christianbook.com, Amazon or e-bay.  
Please contact Betty Matthews, bettysmatthews1@verizon.net, or 703-618-9127 for more 
information and to be added the Zoom group. 
 

∗ PASTOR’S WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: We are studying the Gospel of Matthew every 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Contact Pastor Adam for the instructions to join via computer 
or phone. All are welcome.  

∗ HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY: "Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament” is the     
title of the 2020 - 2021 women's Bible study. We will meet via Zoom on the second Monday     
of each month, at 9:30 AM. This is a study on the hope we can find in the scriptures.  

           Contact Sara Porter, saraporter@comcast.net, or 703-670-8737 for more information. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:betsy.gilbert24@gmail.com
https://fupcdc.org/give-online
mailto:adam.bowling@fupcdc.org
mailto:bettysmatthews1@verizon.net
mailto:saraporter@comcast.net
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∗ FUPCDC CONTEMPLATIVE YOGA CLASS VIA ZOOM: Join us for a time to prayerfully release 
your cares and recharge physically, spiritually, and emotionally. The Contemplative Yoga  
group has a spot just for you on Saturdays from 8:30-9:10 AM on Zoom. Classes are always     
free, just click this link to sign up: CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE SIGNUP.  

 

∗ SPREAD THE WARMTH: Are you looking for a worthwhile project to do while staying at home? 
Do you knit or crochet? If so, we have the perfect project for you. Our group makes hats and 
scarves for our friends in the community who are in need of something warm to wear during the 
winter. We also make hats for those suffering from cancer. If you would like to help or to find 
out more information about our group, please contact Elizabeth Glyer at lizglyer@gmail.com. 
 

∗ MEN’S GROUP: In lieu of our monthly Men’s Breakfast, we now have several small groups of 
men that meet weekly for 30 minutes for devotion and prayer time. This is a phone-in 
conference call. We have slots available on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Please contact 
Sam Parris for your slot: 703-946-7266 or email at samjparris@aol.com. 

 

∗ SPREAD THE BREAD: Spread the Bread is our ministry for people experiencing homelessness.  

We currently provide a meal each Sunday at 12:20 PM for around 50 people in Prince William 
County. Volunteer opportunities include making sandwiches, donating drinks and chips, prayer,    
and more! If you would like to help in any way, please email Jon Guest, jon.a.guest@gmail.com. 

 

∗ SPREAD THE LOVE: We need volunteers to write cards/notes to those in quarantine or to folks 
who are experiencing isolation due to COVID-19. Other volunteer opportunities include making 

     phone calls to check in with people who may need socialization. If you would like to volunteer 
for Spread the Love or suggest people to receive cards or calls, please email Sam Parris, 
samjparris@aol.com.  

 

∗ EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN: We need volunteers to receive one to two emails a week with prayer 
requests…and pray! If you would like to volunteer to pray, please contact the Church Office, 
office@fupcdc.org.   
 

∗ SEWING FACE MASKS: In keeping with FUPCDC's commitment to serve the needs of the        
community, the Mission and Outreach Committee is launching a campaign to make face masks         
and distribute them where they are needed within the local community. We are committed to  

    donate masks to the Greater Prince William Community Health Center and to Westminster at  
     Lake Ridge for both staff and residents. If you have any questions about the Face Mask Ministry 
     please call Pat Manalio (703-283-2948) or Lora Nedimyer (703-680-5526).   
 

∗ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER WORSHIP:  
    2nd Sunday of Advent, December 6th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM  
    3rd Sunday of Advent, December 13th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
    4th Sunday of Advent, December 20th A Service of Lessons and Carols – Online Live Stream at 10 AM  
    Sharing Our Christmas Memories, December 20th – after 10 AM worship via Zoom Coffee Hour                                              
    Christmas Eve Family Service, December 24th - Online Live Stream at 4 PM 
    Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, December 24th - Online Live Stream at 7 PM 
    1st Sunday of Christmas, December 27th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040949acac2ba02-devotional
mailto:lizglyer@gmail.com
mailto:samjparris@aol.com
mailto:jon.a.guest@gmail.com
mailto:samjparris@aol.com
mailto:office@fupcdc.org
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 November 29th - No Youth (Thanksgiving Break) 
 December 6th, 6:30 PM – Zoom with Santa 
 December 6th, 7:30 PM – Youth Ugly Sweater/Game Night via Zoom 

 

∗ TEXT MESSAGES: Sign up for Text Messages: Text @youthfupc to 81010. 
 
 

                          Report on Offering:  October 2020 
 

                                      OCT 2020                   OCT 2020                Year to Date             Year to Date 
                                                  Actual                        Budget                       Actual                       Budget         

      Offering Pledged                 24,284                      30,022                     330,712                      320,356 

      Offering Unpledged               4,460                        3,055                       38,937                      33,602 
 

          Total Offering                       28,744                        33,077                        369,649                     353,958  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All those who are ill or facing difficulties, including: 
 

 Becca Whitfield        ∗    Tim Elliott       ∗    Patrick Cobb                           ∗    Marti Glyer 

 Larry Hodges            ∗    Bob Robinson  ∗    Baby Louisa Wolstenholme       ∗    Jeannine Menzie 

 Edgar Hodges             ∗   Grace Bockes  ∗     Baby Dean Moy                       ∗     Larry Menzie                                                                                                       

∗ Bethany, Josh Gregor ∗    Alicia               ∗    Lee and Giselle Watenpaugh   ∗        Linda Ford 

∗ Faith, Caleb Gregor    ∗    Dan McGill       ∗   Jim and Jerolyn Randles          ∗    Charlie Ashton       

∗ Emily                   ∗    Amanda Peck    ∗   Sam Parris’ Dad                      ∗                Lynn Wilson 
∗ Gary Albrecht            ∗    Waddell           ∗    Bill and Laura Parris               ∗    Grace Ofosu-Addo                    
∗ Ashleigh and Dan       ∗    Verne Evans     ∗    Marjorie Lawrence                   ∗     Leigh Anderson 
∗ Hunter Martin          ∗    Barb McGill      ∗    Debbie Niederriter                  ∗     Norman Cox 
∗ Virginia McPherson   ∗   S. Ryan       ∗    Jason, Adriana, Mikhail Corbin  

 

 Congregational love and sympathy are extended to Jane Moyer and family at the death of 
her mother, Kathleen (Kathy), who went to be with our Lord on November 22, 2020. Please lift the 
entire family up in prayer at this time. There will be visitation at 10 AM and a memorial service at 
11 AM at Steele and Wolfe Funeral Home, 280 Penco Road, Weirton, WV, 26062, on Saturday, 
November 28, 2020.  
               
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
 
 

Student Ministry News 
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Celebrations of joy with thanksgiving to God: 
 

 Thank you FUPCDC for the wonderful fruit baskets that were delivered to us this week. We are so 
thankful to be remembered and blessed by you. ~ The Residents of Lake Ridge Fellowship House 

 

 Prayers and thanksgiving and gratitude for our military.  We are blessed to have our unsurpassed, 
patriotic military to protect and defend us so selflessly. Recently, one soldier, when thanked for  

his service by a woman, replied: “You’re worth it, ma’am.” ~ Carol Miller 
 

∗ Praise God that my mother, Mildred Shenk, celebrated her 93rd birthday. ~ Sandy Godfrey 
 

∗ Thanks to God that my mom, Marjorie Lawrence, celebrated her 96th birthday. ~ Linda Wolstenholme 
 

∗ Praise God that Bethany Gregor and family are recovering from COVID-19! 
 

 

All those serving abroad in our military, including from our church: 
 

 Kelsey Gibson 
 2nd Lt. Sam Presley, just deployed to Middle East – Mike and Ruth Washburg’s nephew     

 
 

  The churches of National Capital Presbytery, especially:  
 

 Grace Presbyterian Church – Springfield, VA          
 Greenwich Presbyterian Church – Nokesville, VA 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, November 29 
1st Sunday of Advent - HOPE 
8:30 AM       Isaiah the Prophet Study via Zoom 
8:45 AM       Children’s Education via Zoom 
10:00 AM     Worship - one service - Online Live Stream 
 
MONDAY, November 30 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Bible Buddies via Zoom 
8:30 PM       Production Meeting via Google Meet 
                    
TUESDAY, December 1 
3:00 PM       Congregational Connections Committee  
                   via Zoom 
6:00 PM       Mission and Outreach Committee via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Adult Christian Education Committee    
                   via Zoom 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 2 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
5:30 PM       Committee on Restructuring via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Pastor’s Bible Study via Zoom 

THURSDAY, December 3 
7:30 PM       Task Force on Live Streaming, Lighting,       

A/V via Zoom 
 
FRIDAY, December 4 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
 
SATURDAY, December 5 
8:30 AM       Contemplative Yoga via Zoom 
 
SUNDAY, December 6 - PEACE 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
8:45 AM       Children’s Education via Zoom 
10:00 AM     Worship – one service – Online Live Stream  
6:30 PM       Zoom with Santa 
7:30 PM       Youth Ugly Christmas Sweater/Game Night 

via Zoom  

 
 

 Calendar 
 November 29 – December 6, 2020 
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DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE 

 
The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the 
sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or 
structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, 
exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment 
should be chosen for this ministry.1 
 

 

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

                   Class of 2021                   Class of 2022                 Class of 2023 
                   Agnes Fokwa                     Amy Bean                       Bob Albrecht 
                   Deborah Folly                   Karen Elliott                   Sandy Chamberlin 
                   Lisa Fortner                      Liz Goolgasian                Claudia Cunningham  
                   Kathy McNeely                  Peggy Heins                    Pam Emert 
                   Carol Schwalm                  Therese Same                 Ellen Nuernberger 
                   Celine Sonkwa                   Charlotte Stultz              Tracy Stevens 
                                                                                                                

                        Ellen Nuernberger, Co-Moderator·················· 703-878-0009                    
                        Carol Schwalm, Co-Moderator·······················703-680-7673  
  
   

RULING ELDERS: THE MINISTRY OF DISCERNMENT AND GOVERNANCE 
 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the 
New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment 
of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should 
elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in 
leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not because 
they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by 
the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to 
strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, 
exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have 
responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church, including 
ecumenical relationships. When elected by the congregation, they shall serve 
faithfully as members of the session. When elected as commissioners to higher 
councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the same authority as teaching 
elders, and they are eligible for any office.2 

See current ruling elders of FUPCDC on page 16 of bulletin. 
 

 
1 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Part II, Book of Order: 2013/2015, 2013. 

Published by The Office of the General Assembly, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 
40202, p. 26. 

 
2  ibid., p. 60.
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