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All who attend First United, 
 
Please review the message endorsed by the Safety and Security 
committee and approved by our session. 
 
Note that our decision was based on several factors including the survey, personal feedback re-
ceived by several of you, looking at the COVID data put out from the Virginia Dept. of Health, 
CDC/John Hopkins and WHO websites and research data from opening facilities world-
wide.  Please note that the data shows that one of the worse things we can do right now is to sit in 
the same room with others for an extended period of time.   
 
We have also closely watched states where churches have opened.  These states have found 
through contact tracing that they are still spreading the virus even if they are following established 
guidelines.  Recently in West Virginia and Georgia - we have seen hundreds of cases linked back 
to church meetings, gatherings and related activities.  
 
Sometime before the end of August, please expect to see another survey - where we can garner 
more of your feedback.  In addition, we would like to have a virtual town hall via the Zoom plat-
form where you can hear our latest messages, and discuss and ask questions in real -time. 
 
Please continue to keep our church and its leadership in your prayers as we navigate through the 
challenges ahead.  We continue to pray for all of you, too.  Please contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns.  jon.guest@fupcdc.org or 703.586.7718. 
 
In Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Jon Guest 
Elder for First United Presbyterian Church of Dale City  

Chair, Safety and Security 

 
 
 

mailto:jon.guest@fupcdc.org
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July Session Report 
 

At the July 21 meeting, the Session approved a drive-in Praise and Worship Service for Friday, August 21, at 7:30 PM.  Like the 
last outdoor worship and praise event, attenders will park in the parking lot facing the education wing, leaving a vacant space 
between vehicles. There will be no access to the building nor seating on the lawn. People will be asked to maintain physical 
distancing. In case of bad weather, the service will be canceled. About 60 people attended last time, how many will come to this 
one? 
 
On the advice of the Safety and Security committee, the Session voted to continue the delay of inside, in-person worship ser-
vices, associated activities, and outside group use of the church building until September 27, 2020. The committee is continually 
monitoring information about the Coronavirus and its impact on the community, including the rates of new cases in our area, 
which is still one of the highest in Virginia. The safety and health of our congregation, which has a large number of members in 
the high-risk category, is a primary consideration. 
 
The Session approved the reallocation of funds by the Informational Technology committee (approximately $2,000.00) to pur-
chase needed equipment in order to upgrade the quality of our live-streamed worship services. Chris Martin supplied the Ses-
sion with information about the exact purchases planned and how they would enhance worship. 
 
At the recommendation of the Commission on Restructuring of the Session, Session approved electing deacons and elders at the 
annual congregational meeting in February, and scheduling the training and examination of officers and the installation and or-
dination service at the end of the program year. The program year is generally the school year, so this would generally be the 
time between Easter and the end of school (May - June). Current deacon and elder terms will thus be extended by about five 
months. This will allow the summer period, when there are fewer activities, for the turnover of leadership of committees and 
other responsibilities such as deacon groups. 
 
The Worship committee charter and Musical Instrument Use Policy were approved and Budget adjustments for the Mission and 
Outreach committee and the Stewardship committee were approved on recommendation from the Finance and Administration 
committee. 
 
The Treasurer reported that our financial situation remains solid, and Session is thankful for the  financial faithfulness of the  
congregation. We pray that your contributions will continue to support the on-going ministries of FUPCDC. 
 

Submitted by Sara Porter, Clerk of Session 

 
The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of 
Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or struc-
tures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere 
compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry. 
 

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS  
 

A Ministry of Compassion and Service 
 

Class of 2020   Class of 2021   Class of 2022 
Agnes Fokwa                              Amy Bean                                   Bob Albrecht 
Debbie Folly                               Karen Elliott                                Sandy Chamberlin 

       Lisa Fortner               Liz Goolgasian                            Claudia Cunningham 
Kathy McNeely               Peggy Heins                                Pam Emert 
Carol Schwalm               Therese Same                              Ellen Nuemberger   
Celine Sonkwa               Charlotte Stultz                           Tracy Stevens     

 
 

Ellen Nuemberger, Co-Moderator 
Carol Schwalm, Co-Moderator……………………………………. 703-680-7673 
 
We love to hear from you.  If you need to be connected with your Deacon, please contact Carol Schwalm 
by calling the number listed above or the church office (703-670-7834). 

Session Notes 

DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE  
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Finance and Administration Committee 

Stewardship Committee 

The members of the Stewardship Committee hope all are doing well and following the guidelines of wearing 
a mask, practicing social distancing, washing hands, remaining at home, and avoiding crowds as much as 
possible.  

The committee has identified and approved "Impacting Lives" as the theme for the 2021 Stewardship     
Campaign that will begin later this year. As in past years, this theme will be an integral part of the cam-
paign. Contributions by members, friends and                 visitors continue to provide assistance and support  
to citizens of Prince William County and to residents of other countries. Through the work of many commit-
tees and programs, our church is clearly "Impacting Lives."  Thank you for your generous sharing of time, 
talent, and resources today and in the future to make these programs a reality.    
 
Our goal of 100% participation in pledging remains     our challenge.  With your help, we will endeavor to 
meet this goal and a few others while expanding           existing programs during the coming year.      

 

 

 

The Bible Verse for the 2021 Stewardship Campaign is from 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) -  "Each of you should use            
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.” 

 
Our financial position continues to be solid.  Although our revenues were slightly below target    
during June, we remain ahead of expectations for the first half of the year.  Some of our usual         
expenses like copier and supplies are down contributing to a surplus for the first six months.  
 
Your collective generosity in support of FUPCDC and our ministries is a key element for us to   
continue to be the church and spread God’s love to the community during these difficult times.   
 

Report on Offering 
June 2020 

 

 

           

 
June 2020 

 Actual  
June 2020 

Budget  

Year to 
Date Actu-

al   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 

         

         

Offering Pledged 
                      

29,412  30,022  206,332   
             

195,234 

Offering Unpledged 2,318  3,055  24,136     20,619 

Total Offering 31,730  33,077  230,468   215,853 

                
Other Income           1,911 
Net from Restricted                          50,709 
Total Income       283,088 
 

Total Expense                        240,571 
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Men of FUPCDC. Save the Date. There will be a virtual Men’s Retreat on September 26.  More infor-
mation will follow, but for now, be sure to save the date! 
 

Fair Share Community Speaker Series is back! Despite the necessity of social distancing as our current 
norm, we will meet again, well virtually!  On Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 7 PM, our guest speaker will 
be Dr. Mark Eakin, Coordinator of NOAA Coral Reef Watch and Chief Science Advisor of the film Chasing 
Coral.  To get the most out of the presentation, be sure to watch the film Chasing Coral in advance.  You can 
watch Chasing Coral on Netflix or the Netflix YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aGGBGcjdjXA) and you can learn more about the film at http://chasingcoral.com/.   
 
Mark will answer questions – virtually.  
 
This is the sensational award-winning documentary about the wonder of coral reefs and also the danger they 
face due to the changing climate. Chasing Coral taps into the collective will and wisdom of an ad man, a self-
proclaimed coral nerd, top-notch camera designers, and renowned marine biologists as they invent the first 
time-lapse camera to record bleaching events as they happen. Among its many awards, it won the Audience 
Award at the 2017 Sundance Film Festival and received the 2018 Emmy for Outstanding Nature Documen-
tary. An added benefit by participating with Mark Eakin, our congregation will receive points towards our 
Earth Care goals.   
 
 

Fall Classes.  
 

Isaiah the Prophet will be taught by Larry Greenslit and Bob Porter via zoom. This class paused with the 
changes caused by Covid-19. It will resume on September 13 at 8:45 to 9:45. It will begin with Class #9 -  
Review and catch-up (eg. recalling what happened in 740 BCE!).  You will then be able to attend the live-
stream church service at 10 AM. 
 

Women’s Monday Bible study also known as Bible Buddies. This Bible study will begin on 
Monday September 14 at 7 PM via zoom. Contact Betty Mathews for information. 
 

Horizons Monthly Bible study. "Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament" is the title 
of the 2020-2021 Horizons Bible Study. The study will begin on Monday, September 14. The group will still 
meet on the second Monday of the month, September through June, at 9:30 AM, but not in person. We will 
meet via Zoom to have our discussions and view the video. As other groups have been successfully Zoom-
ing, I think that we can enjoy this study which is so appropriate for our times. The emphasis is on the hope 
we can find in the scriptures even as we lament circumstances. And we won't have to wear masks to partici-
pate! 
 
If you would like to join this study, please contact Sara Porter <saraporter@comcast.net> or 703-670-8737 to 
order a book. The books will be $11.00 each which covers the book, shipping and part of the cost of the DVD 
we use. Please order by August 20, 2020. When the books arrive, they will be available in the church office 
for pickup. Please mark payments "ACE Bible study" when you submit them to the church.  
 

 
Pastor’s Wednesday Evening Bible study will start on September 9 at 7 PM via zoom. We will  

resume our study of the Gospel of Mathew. All are welcome. 

 

Adult Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGGBGcjdjXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGGBGcjdjXA
http://chasingcoral.com/
mailto:saraporter@comcast.net
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Boy Scouts of America 
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THANK YOU! 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Staycation Bible and Drama Camp 

You heard it here folks, Staycation Bible and Drama Camp was a smashing success! Thanks to the help of our church 
family and friends, we were able to host a fun and fabulous time with all of our wonderful volunteers and campers!  
 
From our daily devotions, to our live sessions, from our gifts and talents videos, to our special guest talks, each piece 
fit together perfectly to form the masterful puzzle that made our camp what it was!  
 
We would like to thank each and every person that helped out in one way or another. We would also like to thank  
everyone who got the word out about our camp, whether that was signing up their campers or passing along our infor-
mation!  
 
Even during this time where we need to keep our distance, through this camp we were able to reach out to one another 
and the next generation from our own homes! Thank you one and all!   
 
Submitted by Rachel Washburg 


