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August 25, 2019  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time                     8:30 AM                                        
\ 

 

 
 

 WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 

BELLS 
The three tolls call us to worship and symbolize our belief in the Triune God: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. In quiet reverence, we prepare for worship. 
 
PRELUDE                                   Here I Am to Worship           Tim Hughes, Arr. Larry Dalton                          
                                                                                                                  
WELCOME    
  
MINISTRY IN ACTION 
 Annual Church Picnic 

 
+  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                Jeremiah 1, Hebrews 12                                       

Reach out your hand and touch our mouth, O God, 
      that authentic praise may flow freely from our lips. 
Put your words in our mouths, O Lord, 
      that we might exalt you with reverence and awe. 
Empower us to speak truth to the nations and to build your kingdom here on earth. 
       Let it be so today.  Alleluia. Amen.  
 

+  OPENING HYMN                Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!                                            839                     
     

    PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                  
Lord God, whose power and mercy have extended to all ends of creation, pour          
your love on us this day that we might be healed and be made ready to serve             
you by serving others in this world that you have created. In Jesus’ Name, we pray.   
     Amen.                                                                                       

                                             
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                 Jeremiah 29:11-13                     
If we say we have it all together, we are deceiving ourselves...for each and every      
one of us falls short. But, the prophet Jeremiah reminds us by saying, “For surely            
I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for      
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and     
pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek       
me with all your heart.” Hearing this reminder, let us confess our sins before God       
and one another praying together...  
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     PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 You asked for my hands, that you might use them for your purpose. I gave  
 them for a moment, and then withdrew them, for the work was hard. You 
asked for my mouth to speak out against injustice. I gave you a whisper that       
I might not be accused. You asked for my eyes to see the pain of poverty. I 
closed them, for I did not want to see. You asked for my life, that you might 
work through me. I gave a small part, that I might not get too involved. Lord, 
forgive my calculated efforts to serve you—only when it is convenient for me   
to do so, and only in those places where it is safe to do so, and only with those 
who make it easy to do so. Father, forgive me, renew me, send me out as a 
usable instrument, that I might take seriously the meaning of your cross. Hear 
us now, as we continue to confess in the silence of our hearts…  

 

                                                    (Silence is kept) 
 

         ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                             
God chooses not to turn a deaf ear to us, but to listen to our prayers. God chooses 
not to shame us, but to save us. 

This is, indeed, good news for us! We are set free to drink deeply from the 
waters of life.  

Hearing this good news, know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 
           Thanks be to God!                                                                      
 
+   RESPONSE      Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me (verse 1)                            582          
    

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  
  

+ PASSING OF THE PEACE 
       The peace of Christ be with you. 

     And also with you. 
 
 

             Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
 

          WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
                  

 TIME FOR CHILDREN               
 Blessing of the Backpacks                                                   

 
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 



4 
 

  SCRIPTURE LESSON          Jeremiah 1: 4-10 (page 656, OT section)  
This is the Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                                      Here We Stand Lord                                        Besig 
     
    SERMON                                                 Excuses                             Rev. Adam C. Bowling  

 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
If you would like to speak with someone about becoming a Christian, about church membership,                  
or about a special prayer need, please speak to Pastor Adam or an usher.  
 

         WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 +  HYMN OF RESPONSE                 I Love to Tell the Story                                       462 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
. . . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be  
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
SERVICE OF GIVING 
Music at the Offering                         Here I Am, Lord          Daniel Schutte, Arr. Jack Schrader                                                     
 

+  DOXOLOGY               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                            606                                                        

                                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                                           Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                                            Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
                                                Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
                             

+  PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
     God of the prophets, we bless this offering as people who have received your gifts of 

grace and hope. We return to you a portion of the abundance you have given to us. We 
dedicate all that we give, to your loving purposes: bringing in those who have been cast 
out; standing strong on behalf of those who are weak; speaking out with your word of 
joy and justice for all people. May your loving realm increase! In Jesus’ name we pray.  

             Amen. 
    WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 

 
+  SENDING HYMN        I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am, Lord)                        69  
 
+  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
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+  BENEDICTION RESPONSE        You Shall Go Out with Joy                                       80 
 

+  POSTLUDE                               Simple Gifts (Variations) 
                                                                                    American Shaker Melody, Arr. John Carter         

    +  Please stand, in body or in spirit.  
 
 

 
     

 
 

∗ WELCOME! Whether new in the area, a resident of the community, or visiting, we are 
     delighted you joined us in worship. Please fill out the card in the friendship register     

and bring it to the rear of the sanctuary after the service for a special gift. To find out 
more about this church, please ask at the Welcome Table or call the Church Office at 

      703-670-7834. 
 

∗ LITURGISTS:  Carol Miller                                             (8:30)             
                                                 Therese Same                                         (11:00) 
 

∗ GREETERS:     Joanne and Rodney Willis                            (8:30)  
                       Jennifer Casey and Sara Porter            (11:00)  
 

∗ FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Bruce and Betsy Gilbert.   
                    

∗ PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT to ensure your electronic devices are silenced during the  
worship service. 
 

∗ PLEASE ACCOMPANY YOUR CHILD (12 and under), for safety and security, if they need 
to leave the sanctuary during the worship service. 

 

∗     SPECIAL SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE: 
Hearing Assistance Systems ………………………………………………………….  at the Sound Station                          
Wheelchairs ……………………………………………………… in the Narthex Welcome Center closet 

      Enlarged bulletins ………………………………………………………………………        contact Church Office 
 Rocking Chairs for parents with young children …………………… in the back of sanctuary 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ WE ARE ON FACEBOOK:  If you use Facebook, become a Facebook friend, and become    
a fan of First United Presbyterian. Make friends with others from the church. 

 

∗ WE ARE ON TWITTER:  Find us on Twitter @ FUPC_DC. 
 

∗ FUPCDC WEBSITE:  For detailed news and information, visit the church website at   
https://fupcdc.org. 

 

Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 

Connect with Us 
 
 
 
 

https://fupcdc.org/
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∗ TEXT ALERTS: Remind is a free text messaging service that will help our church 
communicate quickly and efficiently. On your cell phone, start a new message for    

 81010. In the message, type @fupcdc and send. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
   

 
 
 
 

 

 ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC: Please join us on September 8th following the one worship service at 
10 AM. Hamburgers, hotdogs, and plenty of ice water will be provided. Participants whose last 
name begins with A-O please bring a side, and those with the last name beginning with P-Z please 
bring a dessert. If you can attend this event, sign up on the Participation Signup Sheet in the 
Narthex Welcome Center today after both services and specify the number in your party. Also, if 
you can help with setup and cleanup and/or have a canopy that we can borrow please indicate that 
on the setup/cleanup support sheet.  
 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE IS BACK!: Please join our WNA kick-off on September 4th from 6:00- 
6:45 PM for a potluck. The theme is "End of Summer" which would include one last chance for 
your favorite summer foods! Please bring a main dish or side dish to share. Dessert and drinks  
will be provided. Pastor Adam will be starting a new Bible Study at 7 PM as well as Chancel       
Choir rehearsal also at 7 PM. Wednesday Night Alive is an opportunity to connect and grow while 
enjoying a dinner each Wednesday night followed by pastor's bible study and Chancel Choir 
rehearsal. The first Wednesday of each month is a potluck, and on the following Wednesdays   
enjoy a delicious homemade meal. Salad, drinks and dessert are also provided each week. There    
is no charge for the dinner, just a donation to help cover the cost of the food. 
 

 PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY: Come join us for a Ray Vander Laan’s bible study, Death and Resurrection   
of the Messiah, on Wednesday, September 4th at 7 PM. The episode is “Roll Away the Stone.” 
 

 TEACHERS AND TEACHER ASSISTANTS NEEDED: Please contact Ruth Washburg if you can help  
with Kidz Church, 9:45 AM or 11:00 AM. Thank you for serving the Lord.  

 

∗ FAIR SHARE SPEAKER SERIES: Saturday, September 21st - Rev. Juanita Stokes, Licensed 
Professional Counselor will present “Grief and Loss: Where are you?” based upon some profound 
research she did on the subject when she herself was experiencing the depths of grief. Grief and 
loss are a multi-faceted and not just feelings we experience when a loved one passes away. But, 
there is another little known fact Rev. Stokes would like to share. Come and hear her journey! 

 

∗ FIFTH ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE CHURCH:  Please join us on September 14th from 6:30 - 8:30 
PM as we acknowledge God’s abundant blessings our church has received this past year. 
Following opening remarks in the sanctuary, we will break into groups and go to designated 
rooms to pray and give thanks for these blessings. Scripture cards and prayers will be available 
for anyone wishing to use them. Following closing remarks, light refreshments will be served. 
Signups will be in the Narthex Welcome Center September 1st - 14th. To God be the Glory!            
~ The Prayer Warriors 

∗ SAVE THE DATE - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th,1:00 PM: There will be a Potluck Luncheon and 
Sprinkle (Baby Shower) for Baby Kerby Elizabeth Bowling.  

 

Ministry in Action 
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∗ DINNER WITH FRIENDS: Do you like fun fellowship and enjoy a delicious meal with friends?  Then 
you may be interested in finding out more about our monthly dinner group, Dinner with Friends. 
For more information, please contact Elizabeth Glyer at lizglyer@gmail.com.       

∗ LITTLE HANDS PRESCHOOL: Please consider donating classroom supplies to benefit the 
children of Little Hands. Choose a leaf on the Tree of Hope. Please put your donations into the 
baskets underneath the Tree of Hope in the Narthex Welcome Center.  

 
 

∗ MEN’S RETREAT: Saturday, September 28th from 2:00 – 6:00 PM, SAVE THE DATE. 
 
 

Report on Offering:  July 2019 
 

                                      JUL 2019                  JUL 2019                Year to Date             Year to Date 
                                                  Actual                        Budget                       Actual                       Budget         

      Offering Pledged                 25,621                      30,992                      219,402                      227,390 

      Offering Unpledged               1,832                        2,909                        25,608                      22,544 
 

          Total Offering                       27,453                        33,901                        245,010                      249,934 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 LASER TAG TRIP: September 8th, 5-8 PM – More information to come!  
 

∗ TEXT MESSAGES: Sign up for Text Messages: Text @youthfupc to 81010. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

All those who are ill or facing difficulties, including: 
 Larry Kreider                             ∗  Baby Raymond Boisvert                  ∗  Grace Ofosu-Addo        
 Sylvia Hoffmeier                      ∗  Lynn Wilson                                  ∗  Craig Layton  
∗ Angoh Leah Amban                     ∗  Giselle Watenpaugh                       ∗   Larry Menzie     

                                                  ∗  Lisa Rodriguez                                                                           
    

   Celebrations of joys with thanksgiving to God: 
 

 A big shout out to all of you who helped support the visit by the Hope Haitian Choir. Some of 
you hosted, some of you brought food for the pot luck and others provided food for breakfasts 
and lunches. It takes a village and we have an awesome village here at FUPCDC!  THANK YOU! 

 

∗ Praise God for the birth of Tallulah May Derby, daughter of Jenni and John, granddaughter of 
Gary and Cathy Smith. Tallulah was born on August 13, 2019.  

 

Joys and Concerns 
 
 
 

Student Ministry News 

mailto:lizglyer@gmail.com
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∗ Praise God for the birth of Olivia Grey Sylvester, daughter of Meghan, granddaughter of Larry 
and Amy Greenslit. Olivia was born on August 14, 2019 

 

   The churches of National Capital Presbytery, especially: 
                                                                                                                

    Falls Church Presbyterian Church – Falls Church, VA 
    Fifteenth Presbyterian Church – Washington, DC 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, August 25 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
8:30 AM      Worship – Traditional 
9:45 AM      Christian Education Hour 
11:00 AM     Worship – Contemporary 
12:15 PM     Spread the Bread 
1:00 PM       Peace Church 
3:00 PM       FUPCDC Praise Team Rehearsal 
No PM Youth 
                      

MONDAY, August 26 
11:00 AM     Holy Fitness 
6:30 PM       Bel Air Woman’s Club 
 

TUESDAY, August 27 
8:45 AM       TOPS 
1:00 PM       Al-Anon 
7:15 PM       Boy Scout Troop 964 
7:30 PM       AA 101 

THURSDAY, August 29                             
3:00 PM        Prayer and Praise Small Group     
8:00 PM        AA Support Group 
 

FRIDAY, August 30 
11:00 AM      Holy Fitness 
 

SATURDAY, August 31 
 

SUNDAY, September 1 
8:30 AM        Worship – Traditional - Communion 
9:45 AM        Christian Education Hour  
11:00 AM       Worship – Contemporary - Communion 
12:15 PM       Spread the Bread 
1:00 PM        Peace Church 
3:00 PM        FUPCDC Praise Team Rehearsal 
No PM Youth 
 
                                                                              

 

WEDNESDAY, August 28 
10:15 AM     Staff Meeting 
11:00 AM     Holy Fitness 
4:30 PM       Piano/Organ Practice 
7:00 PM       Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM       RIF Meeting 

Calendar 
August 25 – September 1, 2019 

 
    

 
   


