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   November 8, 2020              32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  10:00 AM  
   

  
  WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
 

+ GATHERING SONG                        Living Hope           Brian Johnson, Phil Wickman (CCLI# 7106807) 
                                                                       

Verse 1 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 

The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Verse 2 

Who could imagine so great a mercy 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace 

The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Chorus 
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 
(REPEAT) 

Jesus Yours is the victory whoa 
 

Ending 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Oh God You are my living hope 
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 WELCOME 
      
+ CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                             
    We are pulled in many directions. 
          Many duties and tasks seek to lay claim on our lives. 
    This day, in this place, let service to God be your choice. 
          This day, in this place, we open our hearts and spirits to God. 
    Blessed be the God of creation who has called us here. 
          Praise be to God who sustains and nurtures our lives. 
    Let us worship God! 
 

   + OPENING HYMN          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                              475 
 
 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
mount of God’s unchanging love! 

 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I’m come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 

 
3 O to grace how great a debtor 

daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart; O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 
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    PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                                                                           
Eternal God, you are our hope and our salvation, for in Jesus Christ you have  
conquered death. Baptized in him, we are raised to new life. Increase in us our 
faith and keep us watchful, that we may welcome Christ with joy when he comes  
to set the whole world free.           
          Amen.          
                                                                                            

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                      
Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus and his righteousness. Trusting in the 
mercy of God, let us confess our sin that we might find forgiveness and new life 
in Christ, as we pray together. . . 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                   

           Holy and gracious God, you are all light and wonder and glory. You are 
           our strength and our delight; you give us all we need to live. Yet we are  
           distracted by all that glitters, continually grasping for more. Rather than 
           trust in your provision, we chase after our own happiness. Forgive us,  
           Lord, and turn us back to you. Overwhelm us with your goodness and cover 
           us with grace, for we know that you are the source of life, the fount of all  
           that is good. Hear us now, as we continue to confess in the silence of our 

hearts. . . 
 
 
 

                                                                      (Silence is Kept)     

                       
                     ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Romans 8:38-39)                                                             

Hear the good news: Nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of  
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Hearing this good news, know that we are forgiven  
and be at peace.             
               Thanks be to God! 

 
+   RESPONSE                                  Baptized in Water                                               482 
  

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

joyfully now God's praises we sing. 
 

 +  PASSING OF THE PEACE                   
      The peace of Christ be with you. 

     And also with you.        
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                                 WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM     James Joseph Johnston III 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE               Welcome, Child of God                               Anne Ylvisaker 
 

Raindrops, oceans, lakes, and rivers; 
welcome, child of God. 

Mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters; 
welcome, child of God. 

 
When the world feels wide around you, 
when the dark of night surrounds you, 

We are here to tend and guide you. 
Welcome, child of God.  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                Joshua 24:1-3a,14-28 NRSV                                              
 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,  
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves  
before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:  
Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the 
Euphrates and served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the 
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. 

 
“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;  
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt,  
and serve the LORD. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day  
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me  
and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD                    
to serve other gods; 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up  
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our 
sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed; 18 and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
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19 But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God.       
He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you   
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and 
consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No,     
we will serve the LORD!” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses      
against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said,       
“We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among       
you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 The people said to 
Joshua,“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made        
a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them           
at Shechem. 26 Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he    
took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak in the sanctuary of the Lord.    
27 Joshua said to all the people, “See, this stone shall be a witness against us; for     
it has heard all the words of the Lord that he spoke to us; therefore it shall be a 
witness against you, if you deal falsely with your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people 
away to their inheritances. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.         

           Thanks be to God! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                             Living Waters         Ed Cash, Kristyn Getty (CCLI#: 7063743) 
              

MESSAGE                                 An Important Choice                     Rev. Adam C. Bowling 
 
  INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
If you would like to speak with someone about becoming a Christian, about church membership,              
or about a special prayer need, please email Pastor Adam, Adam.Bowling@fupcdc.org.  

                                                          
   

     WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

 +  HYMN OF RESPONSE   I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                           488 
                                                    

1 “I was there to hear your borning cry; 
I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child 
with a faith to suit you well; 

in a blaze of light you wandered off 
to find where demons dwell.” 
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2 “When you heard the wonder of the Word, 
I was there to cheer you on. 

You were raised to praise the living Lord 
to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time 
and you join your hearts as one, 

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme 
from dusk till rising sun.” 

 
3 “In the middle ages of your life, 

not too old, no longer young, 
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, 

complete what I’ve begun. 
When the evening gently closes in 

and you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there as I have always been 

with just one more surprise.” 
 

4 “I was there to hear your borning cry; 
I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold.”  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
. . . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,     
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;      
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not    
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
  SERVICE OF GIVING            

      Music at the Offering             Down To The River To Pray          Lloyd Larson (CCLI#: 5029239) 
                        
+  DOXOLOGY           Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                        606 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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+  PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
     From your hands, O God, come the blessings that make life possible, even the very    

gift of life itself. In gratitude and thanks, receive from our hands this portion of our 
labors. By your Spirit’s leading, may we use these gifts to bless the life of others with 
the assurance of love, the promise of hope, and the course of justice. This we do to 
your glory.  

           Amen. 
 

                                            WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
 

+  CLOSING SONG                        I Will Not Be Shaken              Tony Guerrero (CCLI#: 3500107) 
 

Verse 1 
My soul finds rest in You 
My fortress and my Rock 

My hope for life my hiding place 
My refuge and my God 

 

Verse 2 
In You I've found my home 
My shelter from the storm 

And I'll pour out my heart to You 
And lean upon Your throne 

 

Chorus 
I will put my trust in You 

I will put my hope there too 
I will stand upon Your Word 

And I will not be shaken 
I will let my praise show 

Holding on to what I know 
Because I know You're always there 

And I will not be shaken 
I will not be shaken 

 

Bridge 
I will not be moved 

I'm leaning on the throne 
Because You died for me 

And called me to Your own 
And even when the strongest 

Winds begin to blow 
I will stand my ground 

I will not be moved 
I will not be shaken 
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 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 Prayer                                                                                  Rev. Adam C. Bowling 
 Purpose of the Meeting and Quorum                                          Clerk Sara Porter 
 Introduction of the Terms of Call                                           Elder Norman Cobb 

 
Motion: Based on Presbytery's guidance, a cost of living percentage of 1.6%               
has been applied to the Pastor's current salary and benefits to bring his                 
total package to $142,129.77. 
 
 Instructions for the Electronic Vote                                         Elder Norman Cobb 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

                                                                
+  POSTLUDE                        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   

                                                    Justin Streletz, Pianist            Wesley/Zundel, Arr. Larry Dalton 
                                                                                                             

 +   Please stand, in body or in spirit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ WELCOME! Whether you are new in the area, a resident of the community, or visiting  
the FUPCDC website, we are delighted you joined us in worship online. Please fill out  
the online attendance and please let us know if you have any prayer concerns or needs. 
To find out more about this church, please email the Church Office at office@fupcdc.org 
or call at 703-670-7834. 
    

∗ FLOWERS are given by Pam Cox in loving memory of Lisa Chrzan.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ WE ARE ON FACEBOOK:  If you use Facebook, become a Facebook friend, and become  
a fan of First United Presbyterian. Make friends with others from the church. 

 

∗ WE ARE ON INSTAGRAM:  Find us on Instagram @fupcdc. 
 
 

∗ FUPCDC WEBSITE:  For detailed news and information, visit the church website at 
      https://fupcdc.org. 
 

 

Worship Notes 
 
 
 
 

Connect with Us 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@fupcdc.org
https://fupcdc.org/
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∗ TEXT ALERTS: Remind is a free text messaging service that will help our church 
communicate quickly and efficiently. On your cell phone, start a new message to 81010.  
In the message, type @fupcdc and send. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                

 

 GIVING: Thank you to those who have already turned in their 2021 Pledge Cards. Thank you 
for supporting First United Presbyterian Church of Dale City, VA, as we are IMPACTING LIVES  
with and for the Gospel of Jesus Christ! God bless you and your family. 
 

There are 2 ways to give: You can mail your gift to FUPCDC, 14391 Minnieville Road, 
Woodbridge, VA 22193. You can also give online by going to the church website, 
https://fupcdc.org/give-online. Thank you for giving to the Lord. 

  

∗ CHILDREN’S EDUCATION:  Every Sunday, 8:45 - 9:30 AM, we will be joining King’s Grant 
Presbyterian Church in Virginia Beach, VA, via Zoom, for children in 2nd grade to 6th grade. If you 
would like your child to participate, please contact Pastor Adam at adam.bowling@fupcdc.org.  

 

∗ ISAIAH THE PROPHET: This class is taught by Larry Greenslit and Bob Porter via Zoom at 8:30 
AM to 9:30 AM every Sunday morning.  For more information, please contact Bob at 
bob.porter@fupcdc.org. 

 
∗ BIBLE BUDDIES: Are you feeling anxious? Calm My Anxious Heart by Linda Dillow is the 

Bible study, every Monday at 7:00 PM via Zoom for any Ladies or friends of FUPCDC. This 
study will help discover what the Bible says about contentment and ways to apply to your  
daily life. This book may be purchased online from christianbook.com, Amazon or e-bay.  
Please contact Betty Matthews, bettysmatthews1@verizon.net, or 703-618-9127 for more 
information and to be added the Zoom group. 

 

∗ PASTOR’S WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: We are studying the Gospel of Matthew every 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Contact Pastor Adam for the instructions to join via computer 
or phone. All are welcome. There will be no Wednesday Night Bible Study on November 18th 
and November 25th.  

∗ HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY: "Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament” is the     
title of the 2020 - 2021 women's Bible study. We will meet via Zoom on the second Monday     
of each month, at 9:30 AM. This is a study on the hope we can find in the scriptures.  

           Contact Sara Porter, saraporter@comcast.net, or 703-670-8737 for more information. 
 

∗ FUPCDC CONTEMPLATIVE YOGA CLASS VIA ZOOM: Join us for a time to prayerfully release 
your cares and recharge physically, spiritually, and emotionally. The Contemplative Yoga  
group has a spot just for you on Saturdays from 8:30-9:10 AM on Zoom. Classes are scheduled    
for 11/14, 12/5. Classes are always free, just click this link to sign up:                
CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE SIGNUP.  

Ministry in Action 

https://fupcdc.org/give-online
mailto:adam.bowling@fupcdc.org
mailto:bob.porter@fupcdc.org
mailto:bettysmatthews1@verizon.net
mailto:saraporter@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040949acac2ba02-devotional
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∗ SPREAD THE WARMTH: Are you looking for a worthwhile project to do while staying at home? 
Do you knit or crochet? If so, we have the perfect project for you. Our group makes hats and 
scarves for our friends in the community who are in need of something warm to wear during the 
winter. We also make hats for those suffering from cancer. If you would like to help or to find 
out more information about our group, please contact Elizabeth Glyer at lizglyer@gmail.com. 

 

∗ MEN’S GROUP: In lieu of our monthly Men’s Breakfast, we now have several small groups of 
men that meet weekly for 30 minutes for devotion and prayer time. This is a phone-in 
conference call. We have slots available on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Please contact 
Sam Parris for your slot: 703-946-7266 or email at samjparris@aol.com. 

 

∗ SPREAD THE BREAD: Spread the Bread is our ministry for people experiencing homelessness.  

We currently provide a meal each Sunday at 12:20 PM for around 50 people in Prince William 
County. Volunteer opportunities include making sandwiches, donating drinks and chips, prayer,    
and more! If you would like to help in any way, please email Jon Guest, jon.a.guest@gmail.com. 

 

∗ SPREAD THE LOVE: We need volunteers to write cards/notes to those in quarantine or to folks 
who are experiencing isolation due to COVID-19. Other volunteer opportunities include making 

     phone calls to check in with people who may need socialization. If you would like to volunteer 
for Spread the Love or suggest people to receive cards or calls, please email Sam Parris, 
samjparris@aol.com.  

 

∗ EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN: We need volunteers to receive one to two emails a week with prayer 
requests…and pray! If you would like to volunteer to pray, please contact the Church Office, 
office@fupcdc.org.   
 

∗ SEWING FACE MASKS: In keeping with FUPCDC's commitment to serve the needs of the        
community, the Mission and Outreach Committee is launching a campaign to make face masks         
and distribute them where they are needed within the local community. We are committed to  

    donate masks to the Greater Prince William Community Health Center and to Westminster at  
     Lake Ridge for both staff and residents. If you have any questions about the Face Mask Ministry 
     please call Pat Manalio (703-283-2948) or Lora Nedimyer (703-680-5526).   
 

∗ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER WORSHIP:   
Sunday, November 15th – Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
Sunday, November 22nd – Online Live Stream at 10 AM 

    1st Sunday of Advent, November 29th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
    2nd Sunday of Advent, December 6th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM  
    3rd Sunday of Advent, December 13th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
    4th Sunday of Advent, December 20th A Service of Lessons and Carols – Online Live Stream at 10 AM                                               
    Christmas Eve Family Service, December 24th - Online Live Stream at 4 PM 
    Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, December 24th - Online Live Stream at 7 PM 
    1st Sunday of Christmas, December 27th - Online Live Stream at 10 AM 
 
 
 

mailto:lizglyer@gmail.com
mailto:samjparris@aol.com
mailto:jon.a.guest@gmail.com
mailto:samjparris@aol.com
mailto:office@fupcdc.org
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 Join us for the upcoming events. For more information, please contact Afton Schwalm, 

bulldogz89@yahoo.com, 571-221-0778. 
• Nov 22nd - Bible Study 7:00 - 8:30 PM via Zoom 
• Nov 29th - No Youth (Thanksgiving Break) 

 
∗ TEXT MESSAGES: Sign up for Text Messages: Text @youthfupc to 81010. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All those who are ill or facing difficulties, including: 
 

 Marti Glyer               ∗    Tim Elliott      ∗     Patrick Cobb                           ∗    Mildred Shenk 

 S. Ryan               ∗    Bob Robinson  ∗     Baby Louisa Wolstenholme       ∗    Jeannine Menzie 

∗ Dan McGill                  ∗   Grace Bockes  ∗      Baby Dean Moy                       ∗     Larry Menzie                                                                                                       

∗ Megan Moore           ∗    Alicia              ∗     Lee and Giselle Watenpaugh   ∗        Linda Ford 

∗ Hunter Martin            ∗    Amanda Peck   ∗   Sam Parris’ Dad                      ∗                    Lynn Wilson 
∗ Gary Albrecht            ∗    Waddell          ∗     Bill and Laura Parris               ∗    Grace Ofosu-Addo                    
∗ Brad Binzer                ∗    Catherine         ∗     Marjorie Lawrence                  ∗     Leigh Anderson 
∗ Liz Goolgasian           ∗    Steven            ∗      Debbie Niederriter                  ∗     Norman Cox 
∗ Virginia McPherson    ∗    Barb McGill     ∗      Jason, Adriana, Mikhail Corbin ∗    Ashleigh and Dan                                                                 

     
 Please pray for the families of the 7 children who were brutally killed by unknown gunmen  

while attending school in my hometown, Kumba, Cameroon. Pray for the people of Kumba  
as they are still in a state of confusion. We pray for peace in Cameroon and for God’s divine              
intervention to bring an end to this Anglophone crisis that has claimed innocent lives. Amen. 
 ~ Celine Sonkwa 
 

 Congregational love and sympathy are extended to Caryll and Stacy Lawrence and family at 
the death of their father, Bob Lawrence. He went from the land of the dying to the land of  
the living on October 28, 2020. Please lift Caryll and Stacy and the entire family up in prayer 
at this time.  
 

∗ Congregational love and sympathy are extended to Jim Guest (Jon Guest's father) and Jon and 
Gaylene Guest and family, at the death of Jeanette Guest of South Carolina, Jon's father's wife     
and Jon's stepmother, who passed away this week. Please lift the family up in prayer.  
 

∗ Please pray for Dick, Cathy, and John at the passing of Mary Ellen. ~ The Hoaglands  
 

 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
 
 

Student Ministry News 

mailto:bulldogz89@yahoo.com
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Celebrations of joy with thanksgiving to God: 
 

 Thanks be to God for the blessed birth of our fourth great-grandchild, born October 28, 
2020, Archer Osiris Ellis, weighing in at 8 lbs. 6 oz. This brings us great joy, love, peace, 
and happiness into the world and our family during this pandemic year of distress. We are 
grateful and blessed to share our joys and concerns with each of you, knowing that God is  
with us and in control at ALL times. Thanks be to God for His unconditional love.  
~ Sue and Nate Johnson 
 

 Praise God for the healthy birth of my granddaughter, Norah Mercy Heins, on October 22, 2020.  
 

∗ Praise God that former member, Gregg McBride, turned 90 years old on November 2, 2020.  
If you would like to send Gregg a card, his address is 305 Oak Spring Drive, Apt. 125, 
Warrenton, VA 20186. Thank you!  

All those serving abroad in our military, including from our church: 
 

 Kelsey Gibson 
 2nd Lt. Sam Presley, just deployed to Middle East – Mike and Ruth Washburg’s nephew     

 
 
 

  The churches of National Capital Presbytery, especially:  
 

 Gaithersburg Presbyterian Church – Gaithersburg, MD          
 Garden Memorial Presbyterian Church – Washington, DC 
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SUNDAY, November 8 
Baptism of James Joseph Johnston III 
Congregational Meeting following 10 AM Worship 
8:30 AM       Isaiah the Prophet Study via Zoom 
8:45 AM       Children’s Education via Zoom 
10:00 AM     Drive-In/Lawn Worship - one service - Online Live Stream 
11:00 AM     Congregational Meeting 
1:15 PM       Building and Grounds Committee  
 
MONDAY, November 9 
9:30 AM       Horizons Bible Study via Zoom 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Bible Buddies via Zoom 
8:30 PM       Production Meeting via Google Meet 
                    
TUESDAY, November 10 
3:00 PM       Congregational Connections 
                   Committee via Zoom 
6:00 PM       Safety and Security Committee via Zoom 
7:30 PM       Session via Zoom 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 11 
Church Office Closed – Veterans Day 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Pastor’s Bible Study via Zoom 
7:00 PM       Stewardship Committee via Zoom 
                       
THURSDAY, November 12 
7:00 PM       Finance and Administration Committee via Zoom                    
7:00 PM       LHP Advisory Board Meeting via Zoom 
 
FRIDAY, November 13 
10:30 AM     Holy Fitness via Zoom 
 
SATURDAY, November 14 
8:30 AM       Contemplative Yoga via Zoom 
 
SUNDAY, November 15 
8:30 AM       Isaiah the Prophet Study via Zoom 
8:45 AM       Children’s Education via Zoom 
10:00 AM     Worship – one service – Online Live Stream  
 

 Calendar 
 November 8 – 15, 2020 
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DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE 

 
The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the 
sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or 
structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, 
exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment 
should be chosen for this ministry.1 
 

 

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

                   Class of 2021                   Class of 2022                 Class of 2023 
                   Agnes Fokwa                     Amy Bean                       Bob Albrecht 
                   Deborah Folly                   Karen Elliott                   Sandy Chamberlin 
                   Lisa Fortner                      Liz Goolgasian                Claudia Cunningham  
                   Kathy McNeely                  Peggy Heins                    Pam Emert 
                   Carol Schwalm                  Therese Same                 Ellen Nuernberger 
                   Celine Sonkwa                   Charlotte Stultz              Tracy Stevens 
                                                                                                                

                        Ellen Nuernberger, Co-Moderator·················· 703-878-0009                    
                        Carol Schwalm, Co-Moderator·······················703-680-7673  
  
   

RULING ELDERS: THE MINISTRY OF DISCERNMENT AND GOVERNANCE 
 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the 
New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment 
of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should 
elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in 
leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not because 
they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by 
the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to 
strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, 
exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have 
responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church, including 
ecumenical relationships. When elected by the congregation, they shall serve 
faithfully as members of the session. When elected as commissioners to higher 
councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the same authority as teaching 
elders, and they are eligible for any office.2 

See current ruling elders of FUPCDC on page 16 of bulletin. 
 

 
1 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Part II, Book of Order: 2013/2015, 2013. 

Published by The Office of the General Assembly, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 
40202, p. 26. 

 
2  ibid., p. 60.
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