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Commission on Reorganization 

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,   
5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;    
7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;  8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in    
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.”  – Romans 12:4-8 

 
Before COVID-19 hit and social distancing requirements and stay-at-home orders altered how and 

where we were able to work, eat, gather, serve, and worship, the Session of FUPCDC formed a 

“Commission on Reorganization.” The task of this group was twofold. First, we wanted to look at 

when we elected, trained, and ordained/installed church officers. Secondly, the group was tasked with 

looking at the overall leadership structures of FUPCDC to make sure we have organized our ministries 

in such a way as to make the best use of everyone’s gifts . 

 

The Commission has already tackled the first objective and Session has voted to move the election, train-

ing, and ordination/installation of officers away from the busy Advent/Christmas season. Instead of 

electing officers now and having them go through training and examination during Advent, we will now 

elect officers at our “State of the Church” Annual Meeting in February. The officers will be trained and 

examined in the spring, and ordained/installed to active service before the end of the school year.   

 
 
 

 
Continued on Page 2 

From Pastor Adam 
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The Commission is still working on the second and more complex task of studying the overall structure 

for leadership at FUPCDC. Even during these difficult times, the Commission has been busy working with 

the Rev. Bob Harris, our coach and consultant, and meeting regularly via Zoom to pray, study, and dis-

cuss the future organizational structure for FUPCDC. Our Commission has been prayerfully considering 

our current church membership size, our ministries, and how best to use everyone’s gifts to serve 

Christ.   

 

So, why am I telling you all of this? First, I am asking you to be in prayer for the Commission on Reorgan-

ization, for the Session of FUPCDC, and for this important work. I also wanted to let you know that this 

work was going on. Know that the Commission has not yet presented their report or suggestions to Ses-

sion. There is still more prayer, work, and study to be done. However, as we often say at FUPCDC, 

“Prayer is the Key!” Also, know that once the Commission finishes their task and presents it to Session, 

we will have a town hall to explain their recommendations and answer any questions you may have. 

Overall, the goal is to structure FUPCDC in such a way as to maximize God’s gifts as we continue  

Impacting Lives for the gospel of Jesus Christ! To God be the glory!    

 
On the Journey with you, 
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October Session Report 
 
At the October 20 Session meeting, the baptism of James Joseph Johnston III, son of Katherine "Katie" Johnston and 
James Johnston II was approved for November 8, 2020 outdoor worship service. Worship services for the remainder 
of November will be live-streamed. The guest preacher on November 15 will be the General Presbyter of National 
Capital Presbytery, the Reverend John Molina-Moore. On November 22, Pastor Adam will be having a dialogue with 
the Reverend Joseph W. Taber III, pastor of Culpeper Presbyterian Church as they discuss the Matthew 25:31-46.  As 
always, watch for email and text messages with reminders and more information about these services. 
 

Session met with Thomas Owen Jacobs to hear his faith journey and to receive him as our newest member by reaffir-
mation of faith. Additionally, Session heard the faith journey of Richard Bennett, and voted to endorse him to the 
presbytery as an inquirer in the process of becoming a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). Richard is currently enrolled in ministry studies at Dubuque Seminary. Session also appointed elders Bruce 
Gilbert and Robert Porter to be liaisons for Richard in this process, to walk and talk with him and encourage him as 
he discerns his call to ministry. 
 
A congregational meeting is called for Sunday, November 8, 2020, following the 10 AM worship service, for the pur-
pose of voting on Pastor Adam's term of call. (The terms of call are the pastor's salary and benefits which follow 
presbytery guidelines.) The Personnel committee will present the terms at that meeting and answer any questions 
pertaining to the terms of call. Instructions about voting will be sent out prior to the meeting, just as when we elect-
ed deacons earlier this year. 
 
The Session also approved a funding request from the Little Hands Preschool to cover the LHP Director's pay through 
the 2020-2021 school year. If there are not sufficient funds in unspent budget monies, then whatever excess funds 
will be used until exhausted. Additionally, based on availability of funds, Session approved a request from the Youth 
committee to shift Youth funds not spent on things such as the cancelled mission trip from the 2020 year to the 2021 
budget. Funds for ongoing legal retainer fees were also approved. 
 
Based on a recommendation of the Safety and Security committee, the church building will remain closed to inside 
activities until January 9, 2021. 
 
Little Hands Preschool Advisory Board was added to the list of those needing to sign Conflict of Interest forms annu-
ally. Modifications to the position descriptions for the Chancel Choir Director and the Contemporary Worship Lead-
ers were added to ensure that the protocols for copyright and licensing of music used in worship are followed. 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Session Notes 
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The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming 
love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by un-
just policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry. 
 

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS  
 

A Ministry of Compassion and Service 
 

      Class of 2020   Class of 2021   Class of 2022 
      Agnes Fokwa                                          Amy Bean                                        Bob Albrecht 
      Debbie Folly                                            Karen Elliott                                     Sandy Chamberlin 

             Lisa Fortner                               Liz Goolgasian                                  Claudia Cunningham 
      Kathy McNeely                 Peggy Heins                                      Pam Emert 
      Carol Schwalm                 Therese Same                                   Ellen Nuemberger   
      Celine Sonkwa                 Charlotte Stultz                                Tracy Stevens     

 

 
Ellen Nuernberger, Co-Moderator ……………………………… 703-878-0009 
Carol Schwalm, Co-Moderator……………………………………. 703-680-7673 

 
We love to hear from you.  If you need to be connected with your Deacon, please contact Carol Schwalm  
or Ellen Nuernberger by calling the numbers listed above or the church office (703-670-7834). 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND SERVICE  
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Fall Classes: 
 

Pastor’s Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 
Pastor Adam’s Bible Study is on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM via Zoom. We are studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
All are welcome. 
 

Small Group Study:  The study of Isaiah the Prophet, taught by Larry Greenslit  and Bob Porter meets 
every Sunday 8:30 to 9:30 AM via Zoom.  

Women’s Monday Bible Study also known as Bible Buddies: 
 

Are you feeling anxious?  Calm My Anxious Heart by Linda Dillow is the 12 week Bible Study on Monday at 
7:00 PM, via Zoom, for any Ladies or friends of FUPCDC.  This study will help you discover what the Bible 
says about contentment and ways to apply this message to your daily life.  This book may be purchased 
online from christianbook.com, Amazon or e-bay.   
 
Please contact Betty Matthews, bettysmatthews1@verizon.net, or 703-618-9127 for more information and 

to be added to the Zoom group.  

 

Horizons Monthly Bible Study: 
 
"Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament" is the title of the 2020-2021 Horizons Bible Study. 
The group will meet on the second Monday of the month, September through June, at 9:30 AM, via Zoom, 
for discussion and viewing of the video. The emphasis is on the hope we can find in the scriptures even as 
we lament circumstances.  
 
If you would like to join this study, please contact Sara Porter <saraporter@comcast.net> or 703-670-8737.  

Fair Share Community Speaker Program November 21st at 7PM via Zoom 
 

 The Good News Community Kitchen (TGNCK) of Occoquan will be at the heart of our No-
vember Fair Share Community Speaker Series. This had been our scheduled program for last 
March when COVID began. We again are happy to feature this exciting small non-profit organiza-
tion. Mercedes Kirkland-Doyle, their Executive Director, will be our featured speaker. Her goal is 
to rebuild and strengthen communities by fighting hunger one meal at a time. Hunger robs chil-
dren of a chance to learn, undermines health, and makes obtaining and retaining good employ-
ment even more difficult.  
 The goal of TGNCK is to enable citizens throughout Virginia, Washington, D.C. and Colum-
bia, SC to unite together to facilitate clothing drives to assist women and men transitioning back 
into the workforce, distribution of hygiene bags and meals-to-go  to the hungry, collection of coats and blankets for 
the unsheltered. TGNCK is always looking for volunteers to assist with meal preparation, meal deliveries, drives, and 
production of hygiene bags. They are a 501(c)3 organization that provides hunger relief to Veterans, students, senior 
citizens, survivors of domestic violence, and families who identify being food insecure and/or in need. For more infor-
mation, their website is https://www.tgnck.org/. 
 Our program begins at 7 PM on November 21 on ZOOM. Look for the connection details from Pastor Adam 
released late in the week of 16-21 November. 
 

Adult Education 

mailto:bettysmatthews1@verizon.net
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Stewardship Committee 

 
Your steadfast generosity is making a 
world of difference in FUPCDC’s ability to 
continue ministry and outreach to show 
God’s love.  We are thankful, grateful, and 
truly blessed to have each one of you as 
part of our faith community. 

During the Stewardship Campaign we heard your heartwarming stories of how ministry 
at FUPCDC has impacted or is impacting your lives and we highlighted how we are  
Impacting Lives through ministry to others.   
 
Thank you to all who renewed their commitment to share God’s love through our 
ministries.  If you did not have the opportunity to make your commitment, there is still 
time to do so.  Your pledge is a statement of intent; it can be increased or decreased as 
circumstances require.  You can pledge online at  https://fupcdc.org/ or by mailing your 
pledge card to the church.   

https://fupcdc.org/
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

Lake Ridge Fellowship House   
is an apartment community for low-income   
seniors.   
 
We have partnered with Fellowship Square  
Foundation to help Impact Lives at this   
community.   
 
On October 9 the residents celebrated   
Fellowship Square’s 60th anniversary.   
 

The residents enjoyed a boxed lunch that we  
provided as part of the celebration.  There  
were many smiles and a lot of remarks  

expressing appreciation. 

New Initiatives 
As many of you have read or heard during the Stewardship Campaign, the Mission and Outreach      
Committee has reached out to our community in many directions this year.   
 
Good Shepard Housing Foundation is one of the new ventures.  The committee has chosen to focus on 
the group homes which the foundation supports.  Recently, the committee, via the love and support of 
each of you, sent Good Shepard Housing Foundation financial support (see Thank You letter).  The foun-
dation used the support to purchase a new freezer (as theirs stop working) for 1 group home and a deep 
cleaning for the other 2 homes (these homes were hit hard with COVID).   
 
ARC of Greater Prince William is another new venture.  It provides opportunities for persons with de-
velopmental disabilities to achieve their greatest potential for growth and independence.  Support in the 
form of a financial donation was recently sent. 
 

In both cases we cannot do hands on work with the organizations at this time.  We are exploring the op-
portunities for us to become more involved with their programs when it is safe for all concerned. 
In celebration of November, the Mission and Outreach Committee is very thankful for all the love and 
support our church families have provided throughout the years.  

Continuing Support 
Financial support to ACTS and GPW Health Center is currently being provided on a monthly basis. 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

Thank you from the Girl Scouts 
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Trunk or Treat - October 31, 2020 
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Trunk or Treat—October 31, 2020 
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Trunk or Treat—October 31, 2020 

Thanks to all our volunteers 
who came out to help with 
our Drive-Thru Trunk or 
Treat today!  
 
We gave out over 300 treat 
bags today in record time.  
 
Unfortunately, we ran out 
and had to shut down early.  


